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GEN. LEE'S GRAPHIC STORY.
SUSPICION CAST ON WEYLER.

THED SPANISH GENERAL'S DESIRE TO
HAVE A LETTER DESTROYLD,

MANY INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THE MAINE
OUTIAGE AND THE SPANISH FAILURE TO
BEULDURE CUBA—CAPTAIN SIGSREE
AND OTHER OFFICERS ALSO
ON THBE S8TAND.

Washington, April 14 —The testimony taken
pefore the Senate Committee on Forelgn Rela-
tlons !n connection with the investigation Into
the relations between the United States and
gpain was made publie to-day. It makes a baok
pf abonutl six hundred and Afty puges, and in-
sludes not only the testimony taken since the
disaster to the Malne, but also much that was
taken before, and running back for a year or

more

The statement which contains the greatest
eurrent interest Is that made by Consul-General
Lee on April 12, In this statement General Loe
said he was Informed on good authority that
the Spaniards had placed two rowe of torpedoss
just at the mouth of Havana Harbor, by
Morro Castle, within the last two months, or
gubsequent to the Maine disaster, and that the
gwitchboard was in a room in the pastle. He
sald, however, that he had no information of
the plucing of any torpedoes before the Maine
was destroyed, and none in regard to the pur-
chase of them abroad by the Spanish authorl-
ties

“Ilad you any reason to suppose that the
bor was mined at all Lefore the blowing up
¢ the Maine™" asked Senator Frye.

No. #ir; 1 had no reason to suspect anvthing
of the sort up to that time*”

General l.ee then went on to say that General
Wevler's letter to Santos Guzman had led him'to
belleve that mines might have been placed there
previous 1o the Maine incident, and this suppe-
gition was sirengthened by a telegram from
General Weyler, of which he had knowiedge.
On the whole, he thought the Weyler letter (the
Lalne latter) was a correel copy of a genuine
letter.

The telegram to which he referred was ad-
dressed to Eva Canel, a noted Spanish womun
and an admirer of Weyler, and to Guzman, and
it rend as follows:

Grave circumstances cause me to ask you to
Aestroy the last letter of February 18

Gereral Lee sald that this telegram had never
befora Lesn published, and he found In it strong
matory evidenca of the genuineness of the
Weovier letter

DOESN'T BELIEVE BLANCO GUILTY.

With reference to the responsibility for the de-
struction of the Maine he said:

1 am satisfiad the explosion was from the out-
eide. I called the State Department a few days
aftsr tha Board assembled that it was almost
cortain that the explosion was from the ex-
terior. 1 have always had an idea about the
Maine that, of course, 1t was not blawn up hy
any private {ndividual or by
tut 1* was hlown up by some of the otllears who
tad charge of the mines and slectrical wires and

torpedoes in the arsenal thers who thoroughiy
understood thelr busineas, for it was done re-
markably well

1 do not think General Blanco, the presant
Captain and Governop General of the island of
Cubs, had anything to do with it. 1 do not
think he had any knowledge of 1t. 1 =aw him
just ghortly after the cccurrence, 1 was sitting
in my room at the hotel, and from the balcony
of the hotel 1 could hear this. T heard the ex-
ploston and saw a great column of firs go up In
the eir. A few moments after ascertaining shat
{t was the Maine I went right down fo thp
palace and I asked for Genaral Blancn. 12
came in directly by himself. He had just heard

confir

it and was crying, tears were coming out of his |
eyen. Ha seemed to regret it as much as any- |

bodv T eaw in Havana. But 1 think It came
from some of the subaltern officers who had
been there under Weyler, and who wers prob-
ghly antl-Blanco, anyhow, and who had full
knowledge of the husiness.

“HURRY UP THE ELECTRICAL CABLES"

General Les sald he had seen a copy af & telo-
gram from Admiral Manterola, dnted in Favana
Lefore the explosion of the Maine, to the Spanish
Commission in London, asking the Commisaton
to “hurry up the elsctrical cables.”

wwhether that referred to wire for submarine
mines or torpedoes I do not know,™ he continued,
“1 tried tn ascertain If any of the wire or elec-
trical cables had arrived there, but they came
on Spanish ehips, and 1 could not find out ™

Genperal Loa said that this testimony tn regard
+n Menterala and also that with reference to the
Weyler telsgram had bheen furnished to the
Court of Inquiry which investigated the AMalne
disaster, hut had not been sent to Congress or

published becausa of a request of his made to |

the State Department not to make them publle,
vag [ was afrald the Spanish papers there wold
blteh it and they would probably kill the
hat gave It to me.”

inuing this testimony with regard to the
saine exploston, General Lae gald

any privats citlzen, |

that the submarine explosive

prior to the
?&‘I‘;n It :mmetrl“;!;rsl‘? of the Maine into the her-
SR8iE was anchored to a buoy by some litti
‘EF;!; Av»‘E :sg-;-l £winging around that way .-um‘.-':
clrele *"“.'l a4t various places all around the
Hh bm{: Ehe would swing off that way,
Diying IQ‘ OW next to the buoy and these hoats
i Auout the harbor all the tims, anybody
night F'_-' iIJI"‘N.\' well In fropt of her on a dark
of 506 Ba drop one of these submarine mines
and as ’;'E““."“‘ They have fingers, as it were
ﬁr'ger‘ ; Vodt goes around it would touch tha
ool :;.1 !c:h makes contact and explodea the
Maine gor o THELL have been done after the
or T.“'n’:::- N there and not be discovered. One
it off r_h'n" 'm“m' quietly in a boat could drop
though Sie o Of the boat on a dark night,
would not haoe had his patrols out. A boat
thite Al e heen noticed, hecause hoats go
harthor 1o a8 late hour of the night. The
weighs ah u"(”f thege jittle boats. A mine
thkn out 200 pounds, and T suppose 1t would
° IWo or threa men—one man to row and
prabably three or four to handls the mine

SPANIARDE PRE FER ANNEXATION.
reply

1Ir| 10 @ question from Senator Gray,
General Lee maid that the Spanish population
1'!1 not especlally Lostile toward the United
States, his language being as follows:

I do not think :
But the Spansh pr,n'l;g},?..}.
merchints, S

Kooy

they are
rortlon

“ommission
wra, and all this agitation s e "

I‘llu-h their business. A great m‘:eﬁy t:\?gﬂ::lrn"f
\\.|.'I‘-- they give expression to great loyvalty, are
redally annexationlsts, beoause they :
it 15 the only way out of the trouble. They
would much prefer annexation to the TUnited
States to a Cuban Republie, fearing that dis-
crimination would be made against them in

now,
are

were,
the

been done afterward. Tne

merchants and shop- |

Was placed there |

|
|

think |

| appropriated anyvthing of the kind

Wedding Silver.

New and Speclal Deslgns,
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badly fed; not well nrganized: not drilled. No-
hody ever saw Spanlah soldiers drill,

ﬁ-‘-na:‘nr Frye—If Spaln has rcally appropri-
ated SUNLINGD for the sustenance of the recot-
centradns, as 1t s stated, do vou believe that
that will be given to those and that
heir pwn soldisra will he left to starve?

General Lee—Oh, no. Thers will be very lit-
tle of it pald to anybaody.

Senator Foraker—What will hecome of it?

General Lee—They will divide it up hers
and thera—n piece taken off here and n plece
taken off there. I do not believe they have
I gee thore

things on paper always.
Senator Frye—You would have no confldence

| in 1t, and would not advise us to have any con-

anme way, and would rather trust to the United |

Startes than 1o the Cubans

Senator Gray—How as to the Cu
the papulation? - Ua) gueet ot

Genern]l Lee—They are
Cuba generally all for Fres

Senator Cullom—What s the condition of the

| reconcentrados out In the country®

|."i>"hel‘8l Lea—Just as had as | - . Ty
Ier's day. It has been relieved na(:ﬂ?:‘l“d]ﬂ:‘: “‘!:y
supplies sent from the United States, hut Ih.n'
has consed now 3 B

The Chalrman—How abaut the Spaninrds?

General  Lesa—(eneral  Blance puhlished a
l_rrnrlumﬁ.:lnn rescinding General Weyler's bando
as they call it there, but 1t has had no pmn-!‘-f‘ni
effect, for In the first place these people have no
F].‘u'e to which to gn; the houses have hoen
burned down; there s nothing but the bare land
thera, and it takes them two months before
they can ralse the first erop. In the next place
they are afraid to go out from tha lines of ths
town hecause the roving bands of Spanish
guerillas, as they are called, would kil them
S0 they stlck right In at the edges of towns just
Hie they did, with nothing to eat except what
they can get from charity; the Spanish have
nathing to give

ARMISTICE OF NO UBE

sanlatur Lodge—What doss thim cessation of
hostiifties spoken of in the last few days
amount tn?

tyeneral Lee—Nothing: practically nothing—

the armistice amounta to nothing.

Sepnator Danlel—Do you know the ennditinns
of 17

General Lee—I saw General Blaneo's procla-
mation, which sald the Queen Hegent, at the re-
of His Holiness the Pope, had issued an
stice, but that is not worth the paper it ia
written on, becanuse @ trice or armistice be-

|
tween twoocontending forces requlres the enn- |

t of bhoth bafore 1t can be of any practical
and 1t will not have the eonzent of the In-

Senator Lodge—What offer d1d he maka to the
insurgents”

Geoneral Lee—This occurred just about the time
1 left, and I do not know. 1 suppose he just
relies upon that proclamation.  He says
various Spanish officers In different parts of the
1sland will see that {1 goes Into effect

HOW THE CUBANS FIGHT.

the |

(
In response to an Inquiry from Senator Frye

a8 to his reasons for saying that the Insurgenta
would pay no attention to the armistice, fien-
ernl Les sald

Because overy attempt so far to make terms
or to make peace, or to buy the Insurgents or
their leaders, has met with signal fullure; and
whatever may be siald about old General Gomez,
he 18, In my humble opinton, fighting that war in
the only way it can be don scattering his
troops out--because to concentrate we 1ld be 1o
starve, having no commiesary train and no way
tn get supplivs. T come in sometimes for
the purpose of making =ome little whera
he thinks it will do something, but he has glven
orde an 1 have always been informed, not
fight, not to hecome engaged, not to helr
cartriders, and sometimes when he gets "
h mian 18 ordered not to fire more than

a0

fight ench
two cartridges When General Werler was
there he went out after him sometinies and
theyr would move up # column

gometimes fank the column, end

soldlers would deplay and ihr

(ubans, ke Ind vould

the w . valleya and mour {des, und
ter out, 11t until the Spanish troops .
gune. y troaps W muld countermarch
and o . three men killed and ten

or twels

ers, and the

Weye

ERIBERY MEANS DEATH

Eenntor Clark— You think the Insurgents would
not accept any such terms?
1 do not think it would

Genoeral Lee —Nao, sir
|t wafe for any Spanish officer to go out under i
fingg of truce. They could not buy the Insur
gents  Kvery time they went out to buy them

.« after the explnelon he was at |

the P . talking to General Hlanco, and that
ihe latter gave him an order fura boat to take |
h rut tntn the harhor, Senator Morgan asked
f. ¥ s he got to the water's adge, he saw any

lipkts burnd

T A4 not netles that ™ sald General Lee, “hut |

1 have meds inquiries since end hava ascertained
that no electrie lghts went out. I sant for elec-
tric lirht men &nd gas men. Some gas jets
went out In one or two places, caused Yy the
shork or somsthing, but I eould not ascertain
from these men that a singls electrie light went
cut One of the electrie Yght men whom I called
up 's & friend of mine, and he sant for the man
whe has direst chargs of the lights, who cam#
1% my offce. This man said he had not heard of
% thing. 7 sald ‘T want to know with
cortminty' The man then made an exploration
«f am heur or two and returned, saying that
With the exception of one elsctric light near the
hi r and one &t another places not very far
distant, wherse he thought perhaps the lights
might huve gone out from the shock, no other
elactrie lights went out.”

(;eneral Lee aiso sald he had not feit the
fhincls of the explosion at his hotel.

BPANISH OFFICERS REJOICED.

“Have you heard glnce the explosion of the
Maine any expression hy Spanish officers In re-
lation to i1, Indlcating thelr pleasure at the ac
¢d Senator Frye.

“I beurd two or three days afterward from

ANy sue

| hill

e |

varlous persons who came In that there was &
goud deal of rejolcing among some of the offi- |

erre. All reports I got sald they were Arinking
champagne, quite a thing to do in honor of the
event, and in different portions of the clty offi-
cers wern malking merry. 1 attribute (t to the

fact that what they considered almost an ene-
my's hattle-ship had been blown up, and It was
that much in thetr favor,”

He had not heard any threats of or allusions
9 the destruction of the Malne previous to the
exviosion. Renator Lodge asked !f he had heard

of

4N Attempt on the Montgomery.

! heard” responded General Les, “that there
i something of that sort one evening, but I
HEVE Upon Investigation It waa found that it
did not amount 1o enything.”

N DONE BY AN EXPERT.

The to!lo.wln. wolloquy between Senator For-
aker and General Lee brought out some further
opinions of the Genera) in regard to the destruc-
tion of the Mulpe:

Zenator Fornker—Yo novice
could have destroyed udwnp:;::‘ne"fh“ e =
Ifh-r.e‘rai Lee—0OL, no, ei>. The man who did
t:_l-:_ work wus an offfcer thoroughly acquainted
with explosives of all sopws, and knew all about
it. It was very well done,

Senator Foraker—A

krowledye, mcesmrlly?mm

Genernl Lee—Yes, sir

Benator Clark—And who must have had knowl-
W '=e of the jocation of the torpedo?

<enen] Lee—Yen [ never have been certu.n

| got an

who had expert

they (the Insurgents) killed them

zenator Mills—How much provisions have they
v fnp the art ow Inng ean they maln-
ir fnrevs thers without hringing In more

L.es—They are Uving thers almoit
nd to mouth, the Spaniprils gnd the ot
e 1oy of Havana mlso 1 nde Bom
n that polnt just hefors 1 1e01 The

1 i Nour wnd v ool

i

¥, and tle lard; b } .u:.'..n! the
n of Havana has recelved in the [ast four

o fvs or X months has been from the United

Ty from New-York, New-On

States
teans and Tampa.

Sanmtor Mills-Can they get no subsiptencs
fram the island?

Goneral les—XNothing mors than from the
floor (ndicating). The way the insurgents do I8
this. They have Httle patches of sweet potatacs
—everylhing grows there very abundantly In A
“hort time—and Irish potatoes and frults, They
irive thelr plgs and cattle into the vallevs and
{des and they usa thope and scatter out
That {= the reason why they all scatier out, A
groat many are planting. The Insurgsntsa plant
crops in mAany parts of the imiand, Spesiking
abatit an armistics, they have not heen Interfered
with much ence General Blanco cama there
With the exceptlon
Pando in the eastern part of the taland, thers
have been very few military aperations Innign-
rated by the Spanish. So It haa been rrnf-nvul‘.y
& mort of A truce for some time—the Insurgents
because they did not want to fight, and hecauso
it was against orders to fight

HAVANA COULD BE BTARVED.

Senator Mills—Suppose Havana was hloek-
aded man that no provislons could go In, would
the people thers have any Wiy to get any?

GGeneral Lee—None whatever. The town would
gurrender in & short while

(jeneral Lee sald that all but about 200,008
Spaniards of the papulation of Cubn, which I8
about 1500000, were Cubans.

v“Ara all the Cubans triandly to the insur-
gents?"’ asked Senator Foraker.

1 pever saw one that was not," responded

General Lee
tieneral l.ee sald he had spent all hut about

25,000 of the 50,000 appropriated for the reltef |
| of America

n citizens in Cuba.  Senator Morgan
was & matter of actual necessity to
tn which General Lee replied:
ractieally in the condition of all
the other Inhabltants of the lsiand. They had
very Ilttle to work at There were not many
sugar plantations in operation nor tobacco
places, and they were suffering ke everybody
else,

Senator Cullom asked if the Epanish Army
y of the supplies sent by the United

anked If It
feed them,
They were |

States. .
q..\.a' slr, sald General Lee. “Occasionally

they might have got & little here and there”
apANIgH 8NLDIERS.
cenator Fry asked varfous questions in re-
gard to the physleal condition of the
solidfers and the method of providing for them,
of which the tollowling are specimens, with thelr
splles: 5
rl!la\ :;.m.r Frye—What |s the cr;ndlt!'on of the
Spanish soldiers there In the {sland?
General Loece—=Very bad.
H‘--nlfnr Frve—As to clothing and subsistence,

how are they i . .
Generul Lee—They are badiy ulo.I}e..l and very

of the camprign of General |

fidenes In 117
General Les—Not a particle

AMERICANS LEFT BEHIND.

General Lee sald, In response to a question
from Senator Margan, that thera wors Ameri-
cans left on the Island for whom there {8 no
provision. He thought there would have to he
active steps for thelr rellef, as they were suf-
fering and starving thers now every day. He
thought Mlgs Clara PBarton weould remaln to
take charge of the disiribution of suppiles, "hut
very mueh to my surprise, she turned around
and ecame out the same day we Ald, bringing
every Hed Cross ™ Miss Barton aaid she thought

there was going to bha war, and that she had
batter got out ‘She t51d me coming hack”
sald General Lee, “that the Red Cross palley

wAs to g0 hehind the guns and not in front of

them.'

Senator Prye--What, a2 vour fudgment, s the
possibillity of Spain conquering the ipsurgents
and restoring peace to the Isiand?

General Lee—I donot think there s the slight-
est possibility of thelr doing it at nll in any way

Senator Cullom—Provided they do not starve
them all to death?

(ieneral Lee—The same condition of things ex-
isted when Mr Cleveland asked me to go down
there, | gave him a report thres weeks after
I got there, In which I tald } WAS 1
chanee, In r
suppreesing
nny il (]
Spanish soldi

thers

it Insurrection
f the insu

tieday,
i1 not dot
an 1T or eross w gh T have heen thera
rearly two years sinee then

LEFRS8 OPINION OF THE CUBRAN REPURLIC

In response to an Inqulry fram Senator [odgs
for nf the

Genoral

hiz opinion insurgent Government

1.0m

mt that the insurgents had
akatatan form of a Eovsrn

ment u movahls capital I nsiked them one ¢
they di4 ant have same permanent capital,
1 think they gaves a very good res

A rquire a large fapes th pr

r

t it and daf. t. and thes wild niot afy

to mass up men there: that the capital
and the fover Mres had te move where
thes

. of

114 he
General Lees sald hs did nat know any of the

officials connected with the civll Government

The armed faree wonld aumber protimbils 31 000
or 32,000, The number has been up probably as
high as 88000 apr AT 000 men wall armed  The
am ftion L The &g fores wWia
possitly GO000 ar 06O, but irilied, not

organized nor oMcersil

wall,
AMPRICAN ARMY

In response to questions from Senator Dan-
American army of or-
the

BAFE FOR AN

T2+ snld an
uld Eo

fel, General
eupation

into sinnd with mafety

1 mean an aceount of climate and s

sald Senator Danisl Ta swhich Ger
sponded: “On aocount of the elimate an
caunt of seything alse
General Toe sald that when he 188t Havana

t hean

patd far ahw

nine nths, nor the Spanish offeers for abi
L 1™ I3 i

Senntor Iant v yony think Ge

" Kine i tn yot or

fth the DRritish Consul-
to, the Sscretnry to
v thar 1 had re-
* iminnd nnd g0

At
e

3 i 3.4
Inal Pres i "
13lanca i
? | e » i nrl
Wt 1 whour nf hark
d wiald the General I plense ex hitm
he was r 0 and 18 Iving down 1 tald
e, Congosto then to say goodby to him. and
turned around and left
Thinlel- Wi there ans demnonstra-
VL toward vag as von T
Fawsie AN Loy ey ing ont on
Ter on » ril LA there Wi
hallooitig, ent-calling anid tilng, awnil
Spanlsh cxprossion Moenn eowards, rian-
ning awany.” mmd s ar I think that wis can-
fined to the lower order of men, however

CAPTAIN SIGSBEE'S TESTIMONY,

Captaln Sigstise, in command of the Malns at
the thme of the dlsa=ter, was examinsd on Mareh
Al He repeated Wis hellef that the Maine
desatroved hy a mine, but than
ecoulld bis planted near the vesssl nt any time In
broad davilght dirert in with
the means avallahls In Havana for that pur.
pose.  He though! twelve men, having mutnal
canfidence and prevserving secrecy, conld have
plianted it and that It could have been done
while the ardinary dselpline and watehfulness
ship. A ship moored at n
harhor swing around te a gliven point
whers o mine might and whep 1t
should reach thit point the mine would hs ex-
ploded. He thought 1t could have been planted
from a scow hetween decks There ware, he
sald, a lot of Idle army officers in Havana, and,
while he wenild not charge them with anything,
he thought it nat aut of place tn speak of the
persibilities of the case. He had shown a sketch
involving these theorles to Captaln Sampson,

WaAS

na larese ane

and under vist

vere obaerved on the
worthd

hee loented,

them. They did very little work on the wreck;
it was ahrurd as compared with our work.

Asked wiy he had advised that no war ves-

. #2ls Le sent to Havana after the explosion, Cap-

who had also commanded a torpedo statlon, and |

had asked him If a vessel eould drop a mine |

lik= the one he had described instantly, and that
Captaln Sampson and other ofMeers hnd replied
that it could, and that tweive men could do it
“That," sald Captain Slgsatiee, "la the real
reason [ asked to have the Montgomery talien
If they were golng to do anything to
us up I wanted to have It done with a
They had no vigllance what-
ever, and no guard over us or our vessels, Thelr
vigllance was great where their own vessels
were concerned.  Thelr boats were coming and
going all the time, and they generally refused
tn answer when we halled them. When they did
reply It was generally In an Impudent manner "
In reply to a question, Captaln Sigabee aald
ke thought it prasible that the explosion could
have cccurred “without the knowledge of the

AY™AY
hlow
smaller vessel,

| higher ofclals.’

Spanish |

JUST THR PLACE FOR A MINE.

It was a curlous fact that the officers of the
deck sald the vessel had never awung before In
the particular dtrection In which {t awung on the
night of the explosion. Continuing, he sald:

The Mulne i# lying now in about the position
she would have taken to play on the Spanish
batteries. Now, If & mine had been planted
there 1 assume (t would have been planted In
just that piace. 17 only one had been planted It
would have been just there,

In reply to & question as to what examination
the Spanish Board made of the accldent, Cap-
taln Sigsbeo sald:

They had not done anything for a week, had
not bLeen down at =il our people leughed at

]

tain Blgsbes replied:

In the first place, there was a great deal of ex-
cliement, and I wanted to work along without
men-of-war and to allay the excitement in the
city, and, In the next place, {f there were any
more mines | did not want any more war ves-
#els blown up. Up to that time 1 had strongly
recommended that the Indlana be sent there
Just to ghow them that the Malne was not the
orly vessel In the Navy, nor the most powerful.
After that time | had no more confidence |n the
people.  Treachery had been shown us, and
there was no speclal care for us; they had not
attempted to protect us as we did the Vizcaya
in New-Yark.

A TORPEDO EXPERT'S TESTIMONY.

Commander Bradford, torpedo expert on duty
it the torpedo station at Newport, R. L, who
was before the committes on March 30, was
azked by Senator Morgan to state briefly the
danger from the Spanish flotilla of torpedo-
boats and torpedo destroyers, and replled:

1 as much as many naval

I am not Impress

atllenre with the danzorous character nf tarpedo.
bonts

and torpadn destroyers.  They are frail
viepEe everything is sacrificed tn SFDNl.

zhts ars Kept down for that reason, and
tes used in thelr construetion, very
frames, and they are ecasily deranged. 1

may
rauther than of probabilities,

L nder cortain conditions they are no doubt
very formidahle. Their chief valus, in my opin-
lon, & In preventing blockades, If In porta that
are attempted to he hlockaded. They choose
thelr own time of attack, and of gourse the most
favarable time.  They are previously groomed
lon, everything In readiness, and

up for the oee

they slip out to a vesgel outside and try to get

in their work, At sca with a squadron they are |
<0 ilahle to accldent and so often deranged that

the chances of being offectlve, In my opinlon,
are slight. understand that the present flotilla,
cressing from Spaln, have heen dlgEmantled. That
Is to say
por deck have been taken off and are be-
aver hy the convoying steamer,
erted crufser. That adds to thelr
A stabllity. With those off they
le1ely helpless, shorm of any power
lestroyvers ars supposed to be capable of
hoats and destroying them
the destraving radius of a

that
fleat

As In

a hlocknde
vana |3 ah
Tortawns  They have high speed, They can slip
out @t night, get in thelr work, and return under
vover of darkne<e, and, vice versa, our own
could 4o the same work., We happen to have no
destroyers. and our torpedo-hoats have found it
rather rough work crossing the Gulf stream he-
twean thage ports

Comeeandsr Bradford expressed the oplinlon
that the dest;uction of the Malne was dus
th the explosion of a submarine mine of
high explosives. He thought the ordinary tor-
pedo would not he sufficlently powarful to pro-
dyes the result shown in the Malne, but he
thoneht the mine was sunk befors the arrival
af the Matne becanse of the diMculty of locating
one after arrivai

METHOD OF ATTACKING HAVANA

In response to a questlon from Senator Mills
4 to the method of protecting our flest In case
Ve want to hinckade Havane Commander
'[:I L fard l

know that we have any plan, but if

{ near enough the port to bombard
the ships would he subject to hom-

The most ¢fMeacious and at the same

v most hazardous way would he to send

els tn to ram the fotilla, supposing It to he

in the harbor— Hght draught vessels wauld preb-
ahly pot strike any obstruction. T would =ay
purpriee them and ram them. Of course, If they
gat near enough they are sehject (o a very as-

S the wecondary batteries
n record In experiment whereln the
davtime torpedo-hoate have sucresded In getting
within distance of well-armed ships
Sepator Lodge asked Commander Bradford if
he wonuld not think It very important, in case
war wa= coming, to dlspose of the flotilla hefors
it ranchod Havana, to which Commander Brad-
foril repiled
It 4 ha an Important advantage. Much

n ths ptopodged campalgn—what wa
An: whother it is to be strictly a

1ol whether we are 1n ennfilne aurselves
$ T spetitions, or whether we are ta land
troops on the |slands of Cuba and Porto Rico,
N bt s nf the Government Is
it ought to ted first, In my opinlon,
kel then we would declds what to do

Mr. Mills psked 12 we could land troops with

the Motlita ot Havana, and Mr. Bradford replied

1 owonld not advocats {t. Warfare cannot
ns 1t used to be, wherp n float
or the fort and town and take
he lesson of the Maine proves that
mitst he taken by attack on shore,
as the ships can glve, and same
b salected to land. The

Nnvy now s to destroy what It
ihardmeant and destroy ships. The
f territory must be left to the Army

he

ned must

iptare

ADMIRAL ITRWIN A WITNESS

Joha Irwin, a torpedo sxpert,
poarod thes ecommities on April 2 Ha
wall he had beey in the harbor of Havana as a
ot hundreds of ttmes. He was there a great
deal while wan employed In laying the West
Indla ealle system, and was thers much of the
time durine the rebelllon from IS8 to IST1. At
the Spaniards were bitterly hoatile

toward the Amerlcans, On one oceaslon during
thitt war Amerleans were tired on by Spaniards
a number of persons belng killed and

Admiral

t hefore

e

thnt

1w calé

e He telleved the destruction of the
wns cauesd by tha explosion of a sub-
marine mine
12 he added, “the mine had been originally
tald to conmunicate with a magazine on shore
and then they had changed thelr minds and

lslied to tiee 1t for a ship, it would have bern
n very simple operation to Aetach the cable
from the shore magazine and convey the ends
sirreptitiously to the ship. Any one versed In
handling and knowing the ground would have
no Aitienlty, or the cable might have bheen
tapped from any ship and the aplice made. It
contld have been made in the spaca of half an
Wour under eover of darkness without any ona
having any knowledge of it except the parties

fmplicated ™
t1e said that torpedo mines wers planted at

sxictly known places, and there would have
heen no difffeulty st all for people on shore to
know the exact location of the ship and that
she was over A mine. He was not surprised
that there were no dead fish the next Aay.

‘A Loy can explode a little dynamita on the
sirface of the water and stir up quite a num-

ber 0f dead fiah if there are any fish therse,' ha |

sl *and mgaln, during my work in Mobils
Fay which 18 a fine fish-producing water, In
three or four weeks’ work I pever saw one dead
tlan, He went on then to relate several expa-
rences conflrming this opinlon.

»——

. OLIVER ISELIN'S OFFER

READT TN SERVE HIS COUNTRY IN ANT CAPACITY.

¢* Ollver Iselin has offered his services to the
Government Mr. and Mrs  Iselin arrived homa
from Kurops on the WWhits Star liner Majestic
yesterday.

“Yeu'" pald Mr. Tselin, “1 offered my services to
the Government through Ambassador Hay when
[ was in England. I shall be glad to do any kind
af service for my country, no matter what."

“Hawve you made an offer of any yacht to the Gov-
ernment "

“slat Mr. lselin replled, "I have nome good

enough. 1 don't think the Defender fs."

“Ilave you any new yachtin plans?

“%5. 1 don't think, when the country is in so
grove an emergency as It s, that it Is proper to

sl o hing.”
ooBtider Jugh ‘I‘selrn' want to their home at New-

Mr urn-l Mrs.
e W, H, Wheslar, attached to the Ragular

and now re-

: from 1974 to & few years
Army "r

eatlc.
tired. arrived here on the Maj
place his services at the dis of the
ment. Captain Wheeler has llved In Paris for four
vegrs, whence ha cabled his offer to the Govern-
ment. He will go to Washington.
—_—
A LONDON WAR CORRESBPONDENT HERE.
Among the passengers who arrived yesterday on
the Whits Star Line steamer Majestic, trom Liver-
pool and Queenstown, was Captain . J. MacHugh,
who comes over to represent “Tho London Dally
Telegraph” In the avent of the breaking out of
hostilities, Mr. MacHugh has letters of Introdue-

. of War and other officials at
L g m:r?:l“r,hl went! Immediately. He ox-

j‘a‘er.l.e!:ll "t‘u“::l-mmy the American troops or naval
"‘;{‘3' n of the proprietor of '"Tha

. Le 810. 8O
Daily Telegeaph™ accompanisd Ca
ar. Le Sage will remain In thie elty
somca a reality, and then he will zo 1o the

aln Hselingh.
untll war be-
front.

say that they are hoats of possibilities |

the torpedo tubes and guns carrled on |

"For instance, the port of Ha- |
ut ninety miles from Key West or |

We have |

ap- |

|The

|
|
for

GORHAM Silverware

SPRING WEDDING SEASON

now ready

BROADWAY and NINETEENTH ST.
TWENTY-THREE MAIDEN LANE

SENOR POLO READY TO GO.

HE WILL TURN OVER LEGATION ARCH-
IVES TD THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR,

THE EPANIER MINISTER CEARES TO ACCEPT 850-
CIAL MOURTRSIES—SPAIN WILL TAKE CUBAN
INTERVENTION TO MBAN WAR-—AN-
OTHER APPEAL TO EUROPEAN

POWEHRS POSSIBLE — BELIEF
THAT WAR I8 INEVITABLE.

Washington, April 14 —The Spanish Minister,
Sefior Polo, has made fins! preparations for hia
departure from- Washington, but no actual step
in that dirsctlon will be taken until speecific
Instructinns are recelved from Madrid, TUp to
tha present time there have been nn such In-
structlons and no Intimations that they were
about to come, ut the preparations for remaval
have heen comnleted In visew of the obyvious con-
| ditlon of affairs.

The official archives, which eonstitute the mos®
important possession of the Spanish Legation,
have heen sealed In readiness to he placed In
charge of the French Ambassador at Washing-
ton, M. Camben. They fill a dozen or maore
large cases. each protecied by heavy wire
sereoned doors. The transfer of these docu-
| ments has not been ordered from Madrid, nor

has the Forelgn Office at Parls instructed M.
Cambon to receive the archives, and act tem-
| porarily In behalf of the Spanish Government.
| At the same time a call by the French Ambassa-
dor at the Spanish Legatlon. and a return call
| by Sefior Polo ta the French Embassy, brought
| about an undsratanding as 0 what steps would
be taken In the event of the retirement of the
‘ Minigter

I'ntil to-day the Spanish Minlster has con-
tinued to acespt the soclal courtesies extended
to him, thesza heing numerous and including the
I hospitalits of Cabinet officers and others high
[ in the Government service. In view, however,
of the reports of the Forsign Committees In
Congress, and of the grave trend of affairs, he has
| decided not to accept further courtesles of this
| character, as It ne pasprily involves his éoming

inta rluse personal relations with public men
! who may have participated in the severe, and
i his judgment unwearranted, denunclation of
spain In official reports.

1t 15 the feellng in diplomatie circles that un-
der ordinary clrcumstances the actlon in Con-
| gross—tha report of the two Foreign eommit-

tecs, the passage of resolutlons by the Houas,
and the character of the debate—would make it
incumbent on the Spanish Minister to leave
without further awalting events wh.aoh are now
regarded as unavoldable, But agalnst this it
known that the Spanish Government will
not, elther by the withdrawal of the Minister

other conspicucus tep, place itself in a

or
position of having fnvited a recourse to War.

On the enntrary, the entire policy at M?drhi.
it is stated, 18 1o remaln passive untll the United
States not only makes the tender of war, but
pxecutes it by unmilstakable overt acts,

It has further been developed as the unmis-
| takable pollcy of Spain, that she will resist
armed intervention In Cubs as un attack upoh
her sovercignty. Although unoffizlal suggestions

have appeared in the inspired press of Madrid

1]

that a protest might be made against that
feature of the Presldent's messa.e suggesting
rd Intervention, no such protest has been

e, nor, It is satd, I8 there any present prob-
bty that it will be made. The only certain
feature Iin thls regard is that the Spanish Cabi-
his to yield to no pressure, no
ter how great, toward Amerlcan Interven-
! Cigha, tut vecept such act of inter-
vertion e meaning war. .
Cardinil Rampoila’s dispateh trom the Vatl-
can to the Foreign Offiee ar Madrid, stating that
totemepit was still likely, i kKnown

hesn made on advices sent from

resolyed

. puitie =

hav

here to

Washington two days ago, which In no way
,..,-.',... -y : wlitlon of affalrs.  The ad-
viced we Archbishop Ireland, who, at

ayed the tende

the time of
wng bef

fes

; : e haw oy e
Wi e more h W BT, b

| wither branch of had acted. What
| further views the Archbishop has communi-
| eated, If any, to mest § vhanged condition of

knnwn, bur the facts of his ad-

affalrs, Is nm
virea th the Vatican twao days ago are known
Y { Srall
with elrcumstantial datatl
Thaera s tn diplamatic clreles renewad talk of

European intervention on more definite lines
thun heretofore. It has not yet advan wil to the
polnt, howeyer, of a foint p ey, or the exchange
| uf n elther Ambassadora and
! ?-;'r:'.-

at Washing wr the eapitals of
Furope, and 1f anything is done it will pr_nh.-\hly
e only o further appenl from the Spanish
(savernment, simtlar to the appeal which in-
duned the rocent action of the Powers. The
nature of this appeal, it i= pointed ont, would

ters

1ie to show that Spatn's recent eondession, grant- |
on the Joint request

@ an armistics, was mad
.l.Tézu‘:: ‘E"-”u---ra and to take the ground that, as
+ha Powers had hrought about this acthn by
Spatn, they should lend their united influence
In meeing that time was allowed tn try the eofM-

| cacy of this concesslon, [t {= the bellef among
diplomats here that Spaln will make this ap-
peal, and that it will meet with favorable ree
{ aponae, but the word has not come that the step
has heen taken.
| ““Fhe sentiment at the ambassies and lezation:
to-dny was that the action ip Congress maides war
tnavitable, and that little or no further ~hance
remained to escape from It
- .
VICR-CONSUL-GENERAL SPRINGER HERE
HE TALKS BRIEFLY OF CTUTHA'S WOE4 AND THE
I OUTLOOK FOR INTERVENTION
Joseph A. Springer, for thirty yenrs the Vice-Con-
sul-Cisneral of the T'nitedd  States at Havana,
| reachad the city yesterday moming from Wash-
'tn;tun. whither he accompanied Consul-Genaral
Lea after the Iatter's recall M:. Springer at
| onee went to his home, No. 148 West Sixty-fourth-
st., where he was meen yeaterdny afternoon by a
Tribune reporter.
| “oPhers is little that 1 can say that will Interest
|tha public,”” Mr. Springer sald.  "Everybody Is
well acquainted now with what Ganeral Lea haa re-
ported to the Government, and what T might
| add would not prove of interest The almost in-
| human treatmant accorded to the suffering Cubans
| by ths Spanish ofMelals has already been aet forth
mors eloquently and In moara detall than I could
| gell 1t, but 1 am sure that it has not been over-
| stated. Misery s apparent on every hand, In
. Havana as well as In the provinces, and somathing
should be done to allevinte the lot of the unfortu-
| nate reconcentrados, It Is true that the rellef dia-
| tributed by Miss Clara Darton and her noble ase.
sistants of the Red Cross has dons much to save
a part of tha Cubans from starvation, but there ars
thousands of others wlio barely exist on the crusts
and remnants from the tables of their mors fortu-
nats fellow-countrymen, who, because of the busi-
ness depression inzident to the rebelilon, are unable

h more rellef. This condition
:om?r? ::n tﬂl:l’.” be changed by the rutw:&m uf
L 3

e resident has niready poin
.‘.‘,.“{., J:‘omnuh that end, and 1f fhe Senate will
' do ns well as the House has a ready done Cuba will
agaln become the wsﬁgrous”inlum that It was be-
tore the Insurrection begamn
In speaking of the alleged Republle of Cuba and
the abilit nl; Ita officlals to administer the affairs
of the lufmd Mr. Springer said: “I am not pre-
pared Lo sny anything about the republic. 1 will
say, however, thit the Cubans, as a rule, are a law-
ablding people, and thet any stable government
can rule, In their warfare they have besn humane
and not wantonly degtructive of property. General
Gomeszs has guag control over his men, and one
seldom hears of excesses committed by them, ex-
cept where It |8 necessary to prevent supplies
from falling into the hands of the enbmy. hen
we Intervene [ think (t will bo necessary for us to
conquer, not only the Spanlards, but also the
Cubane, restore peace, and give the Cubans a
chance to show Whether or not they are able to
maintaln a stable goverrumant of thelr own.

e

autonomists, who are quite generous, will ha

be considered (n estab ishing this uu-ernmm? o8
Mr. Springer asserted that he felt sure that

Malne explosion was caused from the outside,

he declared that the pluce whese the unfortunate

battic-ship was mcored was known by the Span-

Ish authorities ta be over a sunken mine

THE PROPOSED TAX 0N COFFEE.

HOSTILITY REVIVED BETWEEN THE AR-
BUCKLES AND THE SUGAR TRUST. |
The Arbuckle and Sugar Trust interests are
agaln showing sigus of active hostility toward saeh
other. the Inciting cause at this time being the
rumored purpose of the House Ways and Means
Commities, In case of war, to place on all stocks of
coffee and tea now on hand a gtamp tax equal te
the revenue tax o e placed an importations of
tkose commodities, the probable rates belng 8
cents a pound on coffee and 10 conts on ten, The
Arbiickles, who are primarily handlers of coffes,
and are just embarking In the sugar refining busls
ness, are toportad to he well supplied with coffes,

while the Sugar Trust, which only recontly e
“f the coffee fleld, 1o generally supposed not to
much of th hand he propogi-

at staple on
s hlreaus = country has ine
e the trust is sald to
enomies of the

o
perajected

Bugar Trust that the legislation as 1o
iniernal stocks of coffen was sugsesiod by the
SUgar men 1o the Wavs and Means Committes.

The Arbuckle brokers say ithat the total quantl
of coffes on hand is only about ons hundred an
thirty millton pounds, all of which has been aocus
mulated in the ordinary course of business. abso=
lutely without any Intentinn of benefiting br
Impoaition of a tax upon future lmportation,
thit & stamp tax on present stocks would be takl
from a man property which he has accumulat
and would be unconstitutionnl,

The Bugar Trust's apckesmen retort that If cofs
fee 15 to be taxed the burden must full upon all
alike, that If the Government wants monsy, It
wants It now, and not six or «lght months henes,
when the supply on hand e exhausted, as, u
the stock on hiand were taxed equally with that
he broughr In, not a pound would be Importad un:l’l
the present supply should be exhaisted; that that
supply W not one hundred and thirty million
pounds, but more than twice that guantity; that
the Sugar Trust hus all the coffes for jis present
neads, and that it would be easy 1o collect & stamp
tax If the large dealers were reguired to ke
declaration under oath of thelr respective !T:t%.
as 8 per cent of the roffee manufactured in
country is sold In packages.

i Sl

TO RAISE ADDITIONAL REVENUR.
EOME OF THE TAXES MR DINGLEY WILL PROe
POBE IN CASE OF WAR

Washington, April 14 (Special).—It Is expected
that as soon as a Joint resolution in relation te
(‘uban affalrs shall have been passed by both
branclies of Congress, {f not befors, Chalrman
MMngley of the Committes on Ways and Meanse
will introduce In the House of Representatives &
hill to ralse additional revenue and also ons te
fortifv the resources of the Natlonal Treasury'
untll the additional revenies shall hegin to come Ing
For several weeks Mr. Dingley has had thess mate
tera under consideration, and has frequently cone
sulted with Treasury officials, and also with seve
eral of his colleagues of the Ways and Means Come
mittes In regard to them. Thus far, however, ne
formal conference of the committea, or the major=
Ity of it, has been held on the subjeet, but thers i9
no doubt that prompt actlon will ba taken as soom
an the necessity of it shall become apparent

Of course, the maln sources of additional reve
enus must ha Internal taxation, but {t may be res
garded as probable that dutles will be lald on seve
eral tmported commodities w&hich are now ade
mitted free, and perhaps higher duties Imposed on
severa! dutlable artlcles.  Chief among the formes
are tea and coffee.  The yearly consumption of tea
is about 1000050 pounds, and It Is steadily ine
creasing, and the Importaticns of coffve amount to
about 60,000,000 pounds a year A duty of ten
ecents & pound on tea, which would be equivalent to
about 0 per cent ad valorem, would yield 510,000,000
a vear. and a duty of thres cents a pound on coffea
would amount to $ILGN G0 a vear, making a total
of $2% (0,

1f these dutles should be imposed an {nternal tax
sald storks of coffes and tea would have to
According to tha hest information

Vetrs

on
be imposed

gobtalnuble there {s a #ix months' supply of hoth ten
and coffes30,00.00 pounds of the former and 300~
o0 pounds of the latter—on hand, which could
be reached by the tax
the

anllectar At ten centa A
unaolil stock of ten in th
whalvaale dealers woul
amount to &, tnx of thre= cents &
pound on coffes would yield 00, making
total of $14.40.000, which could be speedily Mil.ﬂ.z
and turned Into the Treasury.

In the opinton of experirnced Treasury offielal
the collectton of this tax would be practicable an
not unduly expensive.  Much of the tea and coffes
is held by & comparatively small numbar of in-
dividuals and econcerns For example, It 1» sald
that n single eoncern now halda 18000000 pounds
of coftes. and another half ns great n quantity,
Of course, if a tax should be Imposed there would
have to be a penalty to prevent removal or sale
without payment of It

PR =

GENERAL LEE DECLINES A RECEPTION,
WANTS NO FUS83 MADE ABOUT WHAT ANY
AMBRICAN CITIZEN WOU'LD HAVE
IONE, HE BAYSR

Washington, April 14— General Flizhugh Les de=
clined to-day the honor of a reception offered to
him by the Union Veteran leglon and the Come
fedarnie Veteran Assoclatiog the District of
Columbia. When the commitiee walisd upon him
to-day to receive his final decision he siarted his
speach of declination in A eharacteristie manner.

“Look here, boys” he sald In a matter-of-facg
tone, “1 haven't done a thing that either one of
you or any Ameriean citizen would not have done,
and I don’t see why there should be any fuss made
about 1t. Now, I don't want you to think I am
ungrateful, for I am not; but I have studled over

the matter, and I fecl satlefied that It would be
better not to have tho reception. [ don't want for
an instant for anybody to think that | wish te pul
mysalf forward, and [ must declina your most
offer.”

One of Gensral Lea's mos: intimate friends sald
that ons reason for his not wanting the
was that he recognized the facst that he oceu
an official place, and felt a hesitancy In a
any formal demonstration on this account.

pound the rtax on
ands of impo

of

_—_’-—n.-—;
BTUDENTS FOEM NAVAL RESERVE
Ann Arbor, Mich, April 14.—At a meeting helg
for that purpose !ast night, a naval reserve battal.

of 10 men was formed at the University of
iﬂ?chigan. It is expected that within a week the

membership will ba Increased to 20
—————
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